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Wednesday, October 28th
Virtual Meeting

The October 28th meeting will be held virtually via 
Zoom since the VFW Hall remains closed.  A 
Zoom meeting invitation will sent to everyone who 
is signed up on the club’s email list 
(everybody@sbamug.com). When you receive 
the Zoom invitation email, it’s a good idea to 
save the link to your calendar so that on the 
day of the meeting, you can find it more easily.  
To be added to the mailing list, follow the 
instructions at https://www.sbamug.com/our-
sbamug-email-group/ 

To join the Zoom meeting, click on the link 
provided in the invitation email.  This will allow 
you to install the free Zoom app.  The meeting 
invitation will also include a meeting ID and 
password, which you may need. 

The meeting will begin with the Beginners Q & A 
session at 6:30 p.m. and everyone is encouraged 
to participate.  Announcements by the Club 
President will follow, with the main presentations 
beginning about 7:30 p.m.  

Please join us for some interesting 
topics!

We will also be taking nominations 
for officers for the Club!

Request for Nominations for Directors 

Club members vote to select a slate of officers 
every December.  Members may nominate 
anyone, including themselves, to be an officer 
- President, VP, Treasurer, or Secretary. These 
are all volunteer positions.  We also need other 
volunteers to assist with the newsletter, 
membership, programming, and member 
development. Please consider volunteering! 
Send nominations to the current President 
(Kent) at rkmcdonald360@gmail.com or share 
them at the October 28th meeting. 

The Slate of Officers will be announced in the 
November newsletter.   Members will have an 
opportunity to vote for the Slate at the 
December 9th meeting. 

October 28, 2020 - request for nominations for 
club officers

No Meeting in November - Happy Thanksgiving! 

December 9, 2020 - vote for Slate of Officers
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  Virtual Meetings:  Online via Zoom 
  In-Person Meetings:  Lomita VFW Hall 
  1865 Lomita Blvd., Lomita 
  Mailing Address:  SBAMUG 
  PO Box 432, Redondo Beach, CA 90277-0432 
  Phone:  (310) 644-3315    
  Email:  info@sbamug.com 
  Website:  http://www.sbamug.com 
  Follow us on Twitter @sbumug

Members, friends and colleagues are invited to attend 
our monthly meetings (usually the last Wednesday of the 
month). The $35 annual membership dues entitles you to 
receive this monthly newsletter by mail and online, plus 
many more benefits (see page 8).  Visit sbamug.com to 
become a member or to get more information. Note:  
October meeting will be held virtually via Zoom.

    SBAMUG Monthly Calendar:  
     
    Mark your calendar:   
     
    No Meeting in November - Happy Thanksgiving! 

     Meeting on December 9 - Voting for Slate of Officers 
    

  SBAMUG Virtual Meeting Format: 

  6:30-7:30 p.m. Q & A  Session, and Sharing:     
  Everyone welcome, beginners encouraged  
  7:30-7:45 p.m. Announcements, short break  
  7:45-9:00 p.m. Presentation 

 Other Meetings: 
• Tuesday (6 days after last Wednesday) -  

SBAMUG Core Group, 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  
Contact CW Mitchell at cwmitchell@sbamug.com 
or send email to info@sbamug.com for core group 
Zoom meeting invite. 

• 3rd Thursday every other month - InDesign User 
Group, 7:00 p.m. at various locations in LA area, 
laidug.com 

• Last Saturday each month - Northrop Grumman - 
Ham Radio & Computer Swap Meet, 7:00-11:30 
a.m.  Meet at SE corner of Marine/Aviation Blvd, 
Redondo Beach  (visit w6trw.com to see if swap 
meet is cancelled due to Covid-19) 

• Los Angeles Portable Users Group:  Mac OS X, 
iPhone, iPod, MacBook, etc. at lapug.org/ 

• Find more:  http://www.apple.com/usergroups/

  Officers & Volunteers: 
President:  Kent McDonald     
Vice President:  Jim Pernal 
Secretary:  Nancie Silver       
Treasurer:  CW Mitchell 
Directors at Large:  Dave Nathanson, Arnold 
Silver, George Wilde, Joan King, Pete Myers 
PD Disk Editor:  Jim Pernal     
Membership:  CW Mitchell    
Member Development:  Pete Myers 
Programming:  Kent McDonald       
Server Director:  Dave Nathanson 
Newsletter:  Nancie Silver 
USPS Liaison:  CW Mitchell 
Refreshments:  Arnold Silver/Andy Paroczai 
Greeter:  Position is open 

Membership Report:  72 members (as of 10/25/20) 

Thank You, Member Renewals:  
Nancy Wagoner, Joseph Donigan, John Jensen, Don Myers, 
Glen Terry

Membership-related Information/Questions: 
Contact CW Mitchell at cwmitchell@sbamug.com  
-  for information about membership, dues and benefits 
- if your name is misspelled or the expiration date is 

incorrect on your membership card 

Three EASY Ways To Renew! Watch for your renewal 
letter.  
1 - Sign and date the form and return with a $35 personal 
check or cashier’s check, payable to SBAMUG, using the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope; or 
2 - Pay online using PayPal at sbamug.com/join-sbamug/ 
3 - Bring form and payment to meeting (once they resume) 
  
At in-person meetings, please wear your membership card 
as a name tag. Your first name is larger so it’s easier to read. 

THE SOUTH BAY MUG (ISSN 1058-7810) is published monthly for $35 per year by South Bay Apple Mac User Group, 28110 Ridgeforest Court, Rancho 
Palos Verdes, CA 90275. Periodicals postage paid at El Segundo, CA and at additional mailing offices.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE 
SOUTH BAY MUG, P.O. Box 432, Redondo Beach, CA 90277-0432. 
The South Bay MUG is published by the non-profit South Bay Apple Mac User Group. Excerpts may be reprinted by user groups and other non-profit 
media. Credit must be given to SBAMUG and the author. In addition, a copy of all reprinted materials must be sent to us at the above address. The South 
Bay MUG is an independent publication not affiliated or otherwise associated with or sponsored or sanctioned by Apple® Computer, Inc. The opinions, 
statements, positions and views stated herein are those of the author(s) or publisher and are not intended to be the opinions, statements, positions or 
views of Apple® Computer, Inc.

Welcome to the SBAMUG! 
(South Bay Apple Mac User Group)  
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October 2020 Shareware 

Six items this month. There are a fair number 
of free apps this month.   

coconutBattery 3.9.1: Utility program for the 
Mac to keep track of your battery in portable 
devices. Includes age of devices and battery, 
number of cycles, battery health, etc. Mac OS 
10.11+ Free  
https://www.coconut-flavour.com/
coconutbattery/ 

EtreCheck Pro 6.3.2: This app displays 
details of your system configuration and 
allows you to copy it to the clipboard. This 
data can be used to ask for help on Apple 
discussion boards and else ware. Removes 
personally identifiable info.  Also, this program 
will show adware and failing hard drive info. 
OSX 10.9+ Free https://www.etrecheck.com 

Jigsaw Puzzles Epic 1.5.8: Jigsaw puzzle 
game. You can use existing pictures or use 
your own photos to create. 10 difficulty 
settings. OSX 10.12+ Free with in app 
purchases, most are $2.99.  In the Mac App 
store.   

Mactracker 7.9.4: This is database of all Mac 
computers ever made. Also includes mice, 
keyboards, displays, iPads, iPhones, printers, 
etc.   OSX 10.10+ Free  https://mactracker.ca 

Story Planner for Writers 5.3.2:  App that 
lets you outline stories. Create multiple 
projects, characters, locations, etc. Sync with 
iCloud to your IOS devices with the Story 
planner IOS app.  OS 10.15+ $9.99 
https://storyplanner.app 

Thunderbird 78.2.1: Thunderbird is a free, 
open-source, cross-platform e-mail and news 
(NNTP) client developed by the Mozilla 
Foundation. Also has a calendar function OS 
10.9+ Free  
https://www.thunderbird.net/en-GB/ 

See you at the October meeting online.  

Jim Pernal PD Editor

Monthly Newsletter Submissions 

Submit suggestions for topics or articles 
for newsletter to Nancie at 

piglet10@cox.net by the last day of the 
month.  Articles may be edited to fit 

space.  Thanks!

How To Ask An Effective Question On 
Apple Support Groups 

Check out this link below to find out the best 
way to ask questions about your Mac, 
iPhone, iPad, Apple Watch, etc.  Follow 
these guidelines when asking questions on 
Apple Support Groups. We also encourage 
members to use these guidelines when 
posing a question to club members on 
the everybody@sbamug.com email 
group. These guidelines give the readers 
the information they need to answer your 
question.  This link also gives you 
information about how to take screenshots 
on your various devices, which can be very 
helpful when asking questions. 
https://discussions.apple.com/docs/
DOC-5931 

Give Thanks To Apple! 

Gary at MacMost discusses apps that 
we DON’T need to install because Apple 

does a good job of doing what those 
other apps do, such as a replacement 
for Spotlight search, “cleaner tools”, 

window management, and more. Here 
are 10 of these types of apps you 

probably do not need: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fhYzpcDPZ5Y
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iPhone 12 and iPhone 12 Pro:  
A Roundup of Reviews 

The reviews are in!  Well, some of them. 
Pundits favored by Apple with early review 
access have started to publish their initial 
impressions of the iPhone 12 and iPhone 12 
Pro. It will be a few more weeks before we 
see reviews of the iPhone 12 mini and 
iPhone 12 Pro Max—we suspect those will 
appear on 13 November 2020. 

Here are some highlights from the reviews, 
which had a surprising amount of consensus. 
We’ll focus on the key aspects of the new 
iPhones and share reviewer opinions about 
each. 

Overall Design 

Of course, no single feature defines the 
iPhone experience. The combination of 
materials, shape, and other factors make up 
the gestalt of each iPhone. 

Dieter Bohn, who reviewed the base iPhone 
12 for The Verge, said, 
Overall, though, this design just feels more 
elegant and confident than the past few 
years of iPhones, including even the big 
iPhone X redesign. … The iPhone 12 is the 
first iPhone in several years that really does 
feel like something new. But I can’t point to 
any specific single feature that makes it feel 
that way. The 5G is fine. MagSafe is 
convenient, but we’ll have to see if there’s a 
real ecosystem there. The OLED screen is 
lovely but also kind of table stakes for 
smartphones these days. The new design is 
elegant and modern, but it’s hard to tell you 
to buy a phone because it’s pretty. 

In TechCrunch, Matthew Panzarino wrote, 
Where the iPhone 12 Pro is jewel like, the 
iPhone 12 is fun, bright and utilitarian. … The 
blasted aluminum sides of the iPhone 12 
welcome you to grab and go … The 12 Pro is 
likely the most premium feeling piece of 
consumer electronics I’ve ever touched. 

The main criticism of the industrial design of 
these new models was that they show 
fingerprints. Talk about a first-world problem. 

Panzarino called out the stainless steel 
coating in particular. 
The PVD coatings of the stainless steel are 
deep and rich on the Pro—but they gather 
fingerprints like they were in the business of 
collecting evidence. 

John Gruber of Daring Fireball concurred. 
The shiny steel band of the 12 Pro is a 
fingerprint magnet — they wipe away easily, 
but the aluminum band of the 12 never 
shows any signs of having been touched,” 
Gruber said. 

Bohn also agreed. 
Unfortunately, the rear glass is super glossy, 
super prone to picking up fingerprints, and as 
susceptible to picking up tiny little micro-
abrasions as ever. Most people will put a 
case on their phone anyway. 

5G and Battery Life 

Much has been said about the new 5G 
capabilities of the new iPhones. The general 
consensus is that the fastest 5G speeds are 
amazing… if you can find one of the few 
exact spots where they’re available. 

Bohn said: 
The networks simply aren’t built-out yet, and 
despite lofty promises from carriers, I don’t 
know how long it will be until they are. … 
Getting 2,400Mbps and using it to download 
an entire Netflix season really is awe-
inspiring. Walking half a block and seeing 
speeds drop down to plain old LTE speeds is 
not. 

Matthew Panzarino summarized the situation 
well. 
The fastest flavors of 5G are available only 
on a few blocks of a handful of major cities at 
the moment and though the speeds are 
absolutely incredible (Continued on page 6) 
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*** HELPFUL LINKS *** 

What should I do before I sell, give away, or 
trade in my Mac? Step-by-step help from 
Apple support: 
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201065 

Interested in learning how to scan 
documents with the Notes app when using 
iOS? Read more about this here:  https://
9to5mac.com/2020/08/21/ios-how-to-scan-
documents-notes-app/ 

Did you know that Apple has its own 
YouTube channel? Bookmark this site for 
future reference: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCYFQ33UIPERYx8-ZHucZbDA

Are you using a firewall with your 
computer? Here are the reasons you should 
start using one:  https://www.makeuseof.com/
tag/5-reasons-use-firewall/  

Free Classic Radio Dramas:   
The Web’s Best Kept Secret 

I recently became aware of the free 
availability of old-time radio shows.  I have 
just begun to explore the almost endless 
options, such as: 

Fred Allen   Fibber McGee  
    and Molly 

The Jack Benny Show The Shadow 
       
The Great   Mr. Keen: Tracer  
Gildersleeves  of Lost Persons 

This is Your FBI  Boston Blackie 
      
Duffy’s Tavern  The Lone Ranger 

Secrets of Scotland Yard Abbot & Costello 

The Aldrich Family  Lum & Abner 

Mr. and Mrs. North  Ellery Queen 

Orson Welles -   Burns & Allen 
Mercury Theater   

You Bet Your Life  Dragnet 

Perry Mason   Victor Borge 

Baby Snooks   Bergen &   
    McCarthy 

Amos and Andy  The Inner   
    Sanctum 

They range over comedy, mystery, game 
shows, sci-fi, drama, etc.  Most are either 30 
or 60 minute weekly shows.  I enjoyed shows 
from many of these titles before television 
took over home entertainment in the 1950’s.  
Some made a successful transition to TV.  If 
you listen to these broadcasts, you will notice 
pleasant differences from today’s broadcasts: 
most had one sponsor for the whole season, 
with the sponsor’s name frequently part of the 
introduction.  In many cases, the 

commercials were woven seamlessly into the 
program and there were new commercials each 
week.   

These are not audio books narrated by a single 
person, but recordings of live acted radio 
programs as they were being broadcast.  Since 
there is no video, you, the listener, have to be 
part of the entertainment experience by 
imagining the characters and environment.  
Sometimes, our imagination may be better than 
the visual effects of today’s TV.  Because the 
copyrights have expired, these programs are 
available for download and can be listened to 
for free.  There are also podcasts as well as the 
option to purchase collections on hard media.   
Start at the link below: 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/columnist/
saltzman/2016/03/25/webs-best-kept-secret-
thousands-free-classic-radio-dramas/
82204502/ 

Arnold Silver 

Editor’s Note:  These shows are an enjoyable alternative 
to news about the pandemic and politics!
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Dieter Bohn saw a less dramatic decrease in 
battery life from last year’s iPhone 11. 
Battery life is good but does seem to be a 
small regression from the iPhone 11 (an 
absolute battery champion). The fact that 
Apple felt the need to create a special mode 
for silently turning off 5G is a little worrying in 
terms of battery life. Luckily, I don’t think the 
battery life on the iPhone 12 is bad at all. I 
can get through a full day without much issue. 
On the other hand, I have to admit that it’s 
easier to kill this thing with a full day of heavy 
use than the iPhone 11. 

Nilay Patel, who reviewed the iPhone 12 Pro 
for The Verge, believes the battery life 
reduction will largely depend on how much 
you use 5G. 
In the end, I think iPhone 12 Pro battery life is 
going to vary widely for people depending on 
how much they use 5G—especially mmWave 
5G—so this is something we’ll have to track 
over time. But I would definitely not expect 
the “try and stop me” battery life we saw on 
the regular iPhone 11. 

The battery life reduction wasn’t universal, 
however. Panzarino saw similar performance 
to the iPhone 11 Pro. 
Battery usage seemed to be much in line with 
the iPhone 11 Pro. I typically clone all of my 
test devices off of my current devices and 
then do testing on performance once indexing 
has settled down. I got around 15 hours of 
heavy usage on the iPhone 12 Pro every day. 
The iPhone 12 seemed similar but it’s hard to 
say because I had to focus on one main 
device. 

Finally, Gruber has concerns over what 5G 
will do to data caps. 
Data caps are another practical concern. 
Anything you do that can make use of these 
insane speeds can chew through 15-30 GB of 
data pretty quickly. Download Xcode once 
and boom, there goes 11 GB. But 5G will help 
you blow through your data cap really fast.
(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 4)                         
there, that will have very little to do with the 
wider experience of buyers over the next 6 
months. And, of course, millimeter-wave 5G 
is not live for customers outside of the U.S. 
currently. 

John Gruber had trouble finding 5G service, 
but once he did he was amazed by its 
speed. 
Basically, Verizon claims to offer ‘5G 
Nationwide’ —a. .k.a. Sub-6GHz 5G — 
across the whole metro region except for the 
most densely populated area right in the 
heart of Philly. Which is where I live. I 
walked into areas that are red on Verizon’s 
map, but I never saw any regular 5G 
service. Only LTE. I pretty much live my life 
in Verizon’s pink zone. 

And — I’ll repeat — holy s–t is Verizon’s 5G 
Ultra Wideband fast. Using Ookla’s 
Speedtest app for testing, my LTE service 
here in Philly is generally in the range of 
50-120 Mbps down, 10-20 Mbps up. Not 
bad.  (Continued on page 6)                
(Continued from page 4)                                
With 5G Ultra Wideband, I typically saw 
1,200-1,800 Mbps down, 25-70 Mbps up. At 
a few spots I consistently saw 2,300-2,700 
Mbps down. Wowza. 

On the downside, using 5G appears to have 
a significant impact on battery life. Tom’s 
Guide ran tests that produced alarming 
results. 
The regular iPhone 12 lasted just 8 hours 
and 25 minutes over AT&T’s 5G network. 
Last year’s iPhone 11 lasted a whopping 11 
hours and 16 minutes over 4G. To compare, 
we switched the iPhone 12 to 4G-only, and it 
endured for 10 hours and 23 minutes. 

It’s also worth noting in those results that, 
even with 5G turned off, the iPhone 12’s 
battery drained almost an hour faster than 
the iPhone 11’s. That may be due to having 
smaller batteries. 

https://www.theverge.com/21524288/apple-iphone-12-pro-review
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(Continued from page 6)                     
However, Bohn said iOS tries to regulate 
usage based on your data plan, which could 
prevent some problems. 
The iPhone will also try to be aware of your 
data plan, and if it knows you have unlimited, 
it will use 5G more freely for certain things. 
Apple will even allow it to download full iOS 
updates over 5G if you’re on unlimited. If you 
change your plan or don’t want it to do that, 
you might need to go diving through various 
settings. 

Bohn also mentioned some interesting 
technical aspects of 5G on the iPhone 12: 
• What’s weird is that when the iPhone is 

limiting you to LTE speeds, it will still 
display the 5G icon in the status bar. 
It’s now an indicator of the best speed 
available to you, not the actual type of 
connection that’s actively in use. You 
can turn Smart Data off if you like, but I 
left it on and honestly never really felt 
like I was being throttled. 

• Some networks—including Verizon—
require you to get a new 5G-
compatible SIM card. So if you’re not 
getting 5G and you think you should 
be, that may be the issue. You may 
also need to adjust your plan. 

• Apple also says that you might get 
faster tethering speeds over Wi-Fi than 
tethering over a wired Lightning cable, 
thanks to optimizations it has made. 
Wi-Fi tethering could be as much as 
four times faster than before in optimal 
conditions (including, perhaps Wi-Fi 6 
on the tethered device). Since it’s a 
hassle for me to even find a mmWave 
signal, I haven’t had a chance to fully 
test this. 

• …5G won’t work on your iPhone if your 
carrier doesn’t directly work with Apple 
to light it up. Unlike previous networks, 
you can’t go in and just manually set 
an APN and MMS settings and be 

good to go on 5G. That shouldn’t be a 
problem for the vast majority of 
people, though. Apple has                                        
worked with over 100 carriers in 30 
markets to enable 5G on the iPhone,                  
including all three major carriers in the 
US—but if you use an MVNO, you 
should double-check that 5G will work 
before you buy. 

Cameras 

As always, Apple put a huge amount of effort 
and emphasis on the camera improvements 
in the new iPhones, but the actual 
differences may not be worth an upgrade. 
Dieter Bohn saw an improvement over the 
iPhone 11, but not enough to justify an 
upgrade. 
For me, the bottom line on the cameras is I 
definitely see a marked improvement over 
the iPhone 11, but they’re not enough to 
compel an upgrade. That doesn’t mean the 
iPhone 12 isn’t a massively good camera. It 
is, and the combination of performance, 
simplicity, and just plain good quality 
continues to impress. 

Similarly, Nilay Patel found the improvements 
in the iPhone 12 Pro to be minor compared 
to the iPhone 11 Pro. 
Last year I said the iPhone 11 Pro had the 
best camera on a smartphone, and it’s not 
like the iPhone 12 Pro went backward. But 
it’s only a small step forward—enough to stay 
just ahead of the competition. Most of the 
improvements are fairly minor. 

Unless you are extremely committed to either 
AR gimmicks or night mode portrait photos, I 
don’t think you’ll get much value out of the 
iPhone 12 LIDAR sensor. When you take 
photos in regular light, the camera focuses 
just like always; the LIDAR sensor isn’t 
active. In many ways, it feels like LIDAR is 
mostly on the phone so that Apple and other 
people can figure out what to do with it in the 
future. (Continued on page 8) 
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And now for  
a little light-hearted fun… 

I Hope You Have Broadband,  
Charlie Brown! 

Holiday TV specials featuring the Peanuts 
characters by Charles Schulz, like It’s the 
Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown, are as much 
of an American fall tradition as football, leaf-
raking, and eating turkey. For decades, they 
were shown every year on broadcast TV, 
first on CBS and then for the past 20 years 
on ABC. Now, according to Vulture, Apple 
has scored a deal not only to make those 
specials an Apple TV+ exclusive, but also to 
create new specials focused on Earth Day, 
Mother’s Day, and New Year’s Eve. 

Happily, Apple will make the specials free 
for everyone for a limited time. It’s the 
Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown will stream 
for free from 30 October through 1 
November; A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving 
will be available from 25 November through 
27 November; and A Charlie Brown 
Christmas will be free from 11 December 
through 13 December. You won’t need an 
Apple TV+ account to watch the specials 
during those windows, which is a nice 
gesture on Apple’s part, but the move to 
streaming is bad news for millions of families 
without broadband. 

Article written by Josh Centers, October 20, 
2020. 

Reprinted from TidBITS; reuse governed by Creative 
Commons license. TidBITS has offered years of 
thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. 
For free email subscriptions and access to the entire 
TidBITS archive, visit tidbits.com.     

(Continued from page 7) 
However, Matthew Panzarino was impressed 
by the improved Portrait Mode. 
The portrait mode on iPhone 12 and iPhone 
12 Pro are greatly improved in one major 
respect: they do a much better job of 
segmenting images along the border of things 
like leaves, hair, fur and other areas of fine 
detail. 

But what about the new HDR video capture 
capabilities of the iPhone 12 Pro? Panzarino 
doesn’t think most users will take advantage 
of it. 
I’m going to be flat out honest with you: the 
vast majority of iPhone users will never even 
be able to access HDR footage or workflows, 
and will never ever need this. If you do most 
of your video shooting on an iPhone and then 
share directly to social networks or in 
Messages, HDR will likely bring you no major 
benefit. The iPhone 12 shoots pretty amazing 
right out of the camera 4k footage in 30 and 
60 fps. 

Patel agrees, but he thinks it will become 
more useful over time. 
Dolby Vision video on the iPhone is a little 
complicated, and there will be some 
compatibility goofiness at the start. But over 
time, I’d expect it to fade away. TV 
manufacturers and social platforms have a lot 
of incentives to figure out how to play back 
people’s iPhone videos well, after all. 

If you want to learn more about the iPhone 12 
Pro’s support for HDR video capture, I highly 
recommend reading Patel’s full review, which 
goes into great detail about its technical 
details. 

MagSafe 

MagSafe is the iPhone 12’s new magnetic 
charging and accessory attachment system. 
For Dieter Bohn, MagSafe was the most 
interesting of all the new features of the 
iPhone 12. (Continued on page 9) 

https://www.theverge.com/21524288/apple-iphone-12-pro-review
https://www.peanuts.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_M._Schulz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It's_the_Great_Pumpkin,_Charlie_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It's_the_Great_Pumpkin,_Charlie_Brown
https://www.vulture.com/2020/10/its-the-great-pumpkin-charlie-brown-streaming-apple-tv.html
https://www.apple.com/apple-tv-plus/
http://tidbits.com
https://www.peanuts.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_M._Schulz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It's_the_Great_Pumpkin,_Charlie_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It's_the_Great_Pumpkin,_Charlie_Brown
https://www.vulture.com/2020/10/its-the-great-pumpkin-charlie-brown-streaming-apple-tv.html
https://www.apple.com/apple-tv-plus/
http://tidbits.com
https://www.theverge.com/21524288/apple-iphone-12-pro-review
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(Continued from page 8)                             
But how does MagSafe compare against 
charging with a Lightning cable? Qi wireless 
charging is notoriously slow and inefficient, 
but Bohn noted a marked improvement over 
Qi. 
It’s the difference between wireless charging 
being annoyingly slow and being acceptable. 
In my testing, I would get around 40 percent 
charge in an hour. That’s slower than the 
fastest wireless charging systems out there 
and much slower than a cable, but it’s also 
easy and convenient. 

Bohn noted other advantages MagSafe has 
over Qi. 
NFC also lets Apple do cute little things like 
light up a ring on the screen when it detects 
that an accessory has been attached. 
There’s a blue ring for a blue case, for 
example. 

If you’ve been frustrated by trying to line up 
your iPhone correctly on a Qi charger, 
Matthew Panzarino said MagSafe is a lot 
easier. 
This process is way faster than fiddling with a 
Qi charger, and way less frustrating. Though 
I have had some luck with upright Anker 
chargers, the pad style chargers have always 
been crap at this. You have to fiddle to get 
them on right and often wake up realizing 
that you didn’t get it quite centered and your 
phone hasn’t charged at all. 

John Gruber pointed out that MagSafe is 
more akin to Lightning than Qi. 
I dig MagSafe charging. But it definitely is not 
a dock or a charging mat, like tabletop Qi 
chargers are. It sticks to the iPhone, so if you 
just pick up the iPhone while it’s charging, the 
MagSafe puck stays attached. It’s best 
thought of as a magnetic replacement for a 
Lightning cable, not a magnet charging pad. 

The signs seem to point to Apple eventually 
dumping Lightning in favor of MagSafe. 
Panzarino even said so point blank. 

And yes, it’s quite obvious that the MagSafe 
charger is paving the way to a portless 
iPhone altogether. Apple will be contributing 
many of the “enhancements” it is making to 
the Qi standard back to the consortium so 
you may see more aligned magnetized 
stands in the future. This is not a “pay us 
dearly to license this tech” situation, Apple 
wants this standard to proliferate. 

Bohn suspects the new focus on MagSafe is 
why Apple hasn’t switched from Lightning to 
USB-C. 
I’m less in favor of the decision to stick to the 
Lightning port for charging. A major redesign 
is an opportunity to switch over to the more 
common USB-C port, the same port that 
Apple’s own computers and tablets use along 
with every other Android phone and many, 
many other gadgets. (Continued on page 8) 
The fact that Apple didn’t have the courage to 
do so tells me that its long-term plans may 
have more to do with MagSafe than anything 
else. I don’t love Lightning, but I have to 
admit it’s better than literally nothing when it 
comes to wired charging. 

Display and Ceramic Shield 

Finally, the reviewers raved about the iPhone 
12’s OLED screen, except for its 60Hz 
refresh rate, which lags behind Android 
competitors. 

Dieter Bohn harped on the relatively slow 
refresh, but excused it for the base iPhone 
12 due to the smoothness of iOS. 
One of the reasons Apple was able to reduce 
the size of the iPhone 12 is that it has 
switched over to an OLED screen. That helps 
reduce the bezels and also keeps them 
perfect even all the way around the phone,                                 
while at the same time keeping the actual 
viewable screen the same 6.1 inches as the 
iPhone 11. 

Many Android phones at this price point (and 
nearly all of them that cost more) have a 90 
or 120Hz refresh (Continued to page 10)    



 
10

(Continued from page 9)                            
rate, which makes scrolling and animations 
smoother. The iPhone is locked to the same 
60Hz it’s always been. 

This is a tech spec argument, but it is 
something that you can feel when you scroll 
or navigate around a phone. Apple ships 
such a screen on the iPad Pro. I think the 
iPhone 12 gets away with leaving it out for 
two reasons: one, iOS already feels smooth 
and fast natively, and two, this is the lower-
cost iPhone,   so it isn’t a surprise to see a 
standard refresh rate. The iPhone 12 Pro 
models lacking 120Hz is a little more jarring. 

Nilay Patel was much more critical of the lack 
of 120Hz on the iPhone 12 Pro. 
There are excuses to be made about Apple’s 
sales volumes and available display panel 
supply, but in the end, a 60Hz display is 
simply not very… pro. Indeed, Apple’s own 
iPad Pro has a ProMotion high refresh rate 
display. If you’ve only ever had iPhones, you 
will not really notice this because it is the 
same as ever. But if you have used a 120Hz 
display, the difference in smoothness when 
scrolling is certainly noticeable. 

As for the new Ceramic Shield screen, it 
seems to work! Bohn accidentally put it to the 
test. 
It uses ceramic crystals within the glass itself 
to improve drop resistance over the iPhone 
11. Apple says it’s four times better, which is 
a good thing because screen repair costs 
have gone up this year. I can’t test that with 
our review unit (at least, not intentionally), but 
I did have a totally accidental drop to 
concrete from three feet that stopped my 
heart but only put a barely perceptible ding in 
the aluminum. Scratch resistance should be 
about the same as last year. 

iPhone 12 Versus iPhone 12 Pro 

The iPhone 12 and iPhone 12 Pro are the 
same size and, apart from the camera, aren’t 
that different. There seems to be some 
consensus that the iPhone 12 is more fun 
than the iPhone 12 Pro. 

John Gruber preferred the blue of the iPhone 
12 to the blue of the iPhone 12 Pro. 
Subjectively I think the glossy glass iPhone 
backs look better too. Both of these blue 
iPhones look great, and I think both colors 
will prove very popular, but there’s no 
question to my eyes that the blue iPhone 12 
pops in a way the staid pacific blue iPhone 
12 Pro does not. 

Matthew Panzarino made a comparison to 
watches. 
Overall, the iPhone 12 feels like the Timex to 
the iPhone 12 Pro’s Rolex. It’s a great daily 
driver that feels light and fun. The iPhone 12 
Pro leverages refinement as a category 
differentiator projecting a solidity that plays 
into the “Pro” posturing. 

Nilay Patel addressed the question of 
whether the iPhone 12 Pro was worth the 
extra money directly, and came down on the 
side of the iPhone 12. 
So the real question for the iPhone 12 Pro is 
whether the small list of extra features 
justifies a roughly $200 price bump from the 
standard iPhone 12. And if you’re spending 
that much more, it might be worth it to wait a 
little while longer and spend another $100 on 
the iPhone 12 Pro Max, which will add a 
bigger display and a larger main camera 
sensor with a very intriguing new sensor-shift 
stabilization system that could offer a huge 
jump in picture quality. 

That leaves the 12 Pro in a weird spot, and 
really, I think it comes down to how much you 
might use the telephoto lens or shoot portrait 
photos at night. 
(Continued on page 11) 

https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
https://www.theverge.com/2020/10/19/21522751/iphone-12-pro-screen-repair-other-damage-costs-applecare-plus-warranty
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(Continued from page 11) 

Video Reviews 

This year, quite a few of the early reviews are 
on video, so if you’re doing your due 
diligence on the new iPhone 12 models, 
these three are worth watching. 
The ever-amusing Joanna Stern of the Wall 
Street Journal filmed her review at MetLife 
Stadium to comment on the supposed utility 
of 5G in large public venues. Her video is just 
under 7 minutes long and has been seen more 
than 120,000 times already. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=jGhDDHuPnRY&feature=emb_title

Rene Ritchie, formerly of iMore and now an 
independent YouTuber, (Continued on page 10) 
(Continued from page 9)                              
posted a mega 45-minute review of both the 
iPhone 12 and 12 Pro that has racked up over 
377,000 views so far. Make popcorn first. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RSfCWAClNmM&feature=emb_title 

After Marques Brownlee did an unboxing of the 
iPhone 12 and offered a demo of MagSafe, he 
published a full review of the iPhone 12. His 
video clocks in at 18:17, and, to give you a sense 
of the power of a YouTube star, it already has 
over 4 million views. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1b3C2081-
Q&feature=emb_logo 

Article written by Josh Centers, October 23, 
2020. 

Reprinted from TidBITS; reuse governed by Creative 
Commons license. TidBITS has offered years of 
thoughtful commentary on Apple and Internet topics. 
For free email subscriptions and access to the entire 
TidBITS archive, visit tidbits.com.     

a href="http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=X1b3C2081-Q" target="_blank">Try watching 
this video on www.youtube.com</a>, or enable 
JavaScript if it is disabled in your browser.</
div></div>
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